
stmparadise.org Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time September 12, 2021

REMINDER: WEDNESDAY MASS 6P AT STM!

MEDITATION OF THE DAY
Thinking as God Does        

All things work together unto good for those who love God,  for in the 
divine hands even hindrances are converted into helps. But does moral 
evil, sin, also promote the spiritual welfare of those who love God? 
                                            Meditation of the Day continues on the next page

SEPTEMBER INTENTIONS of the HOLY FATHER
An Environmentally Sustainable Lifestyle

We pray that we all will make courageous choices for a simple and 
environmentally sustainable lifestyle, rejoicing in our young people who 

are resolutely committed to this.

Un estilo de vida ambientalmente sostenible
Oramos para que todos tomemos decisiones valientes por un estilo de 
vida simple y ambientalmente sostenible, regocijándonos en nuestros 

jóvenes que están decididamente comprometidos con esto.

   

About St. Thomas More    
Priest Supvr.  Fr Martin J. Ramat           
Parish Steward Greg Kidder                
Secretary Maresa Kelly                            
Religious Education Deon Mangan

St. Thomas More Catholic Church              
767 Elliott Rd. Paradise, CA 95969       
Office Hrs: Mon. - Thurs. 9a-2p 
530.877.4501 (Office closed Fri )          
Mass: Sunday at Noon                             
CONFESSION 1st Thursday 5P - 6P        
(Call to schedule an  appointment )                                                                                               

Important Dates 

12SEP: Welcome Bishop Soto to St. Thos. More!                             
14SEP: Grupo de Apoyo Paradise de Mujeres 10A   
15SEP: Wednesday Holy Mass at STM 6p                 
25SEP: Women’s Soup & Study w/ Deacon Tom 10A      
28SEP: Grupo de Apoyo Paradise de Mujeres 10A                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Sunday Readings 

The Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1st Reading Isaiah 50:5-9a                             
Psalm 116:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9         

2nd Reading James 2:14-18 
Gospel  Mark 8:27-35 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK - LET US PRAY FORXXIIII Domingo Ordinario 

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Pam & Bill Bechtold
Joanne Smith

Vincent Mellado
John Thomas

Lily Tomkowitz
Rosemary Peterson

Mary McKinnon

Jeanie Avery
John Johnson

Sharon Wilson
Michael MacPhail

Gina Kuckler
Luz Perkins

  www.stmparadise.net   |  530.877.4501 | Email: office@stmparadise.org

 I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living. 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 12TH

Earl J. Whatcott   
Larry Campbell
Linda Ahumada

† 
† 

Caminaré en la presencia del Señor. 

† 

http://www.stmparadise.net
mailto:office@stmparadise.org
http://stmparadise.org
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Meditation of the Day continued from front page.

MEDITATION of the DAY:  Thinking as God Does    
Yes. The Apostle excepts nothing and neither should we: all, even our 
failings, even our sins. But is it possible that sins work toward the good 
of those who love God? Some simple reflections will help clarify this point. 
The sacrifice of Jesus was the greatest event in human history, the most 
fruitful, the most efficacious—or to speak more accurately, the only 
efficacious sacrifice, since it is the source of all efficacy in the 
supernatural order. Did not the sacrifice of Jesus require as an 
instrument the greatest sins ever committed on earth? Does not Holy 
Church describe the very sin of Adam as “happy” because it gave 
occasion for Christ to come to redeem us? On Holy Saturday the Church 
sings: “O happy fault that merited so great a Redeemer! O truly 
necessary sin of Adam!” What audacity in the Church to speak thus! But 
it is the audacity of profound insight. 
Since the time of Adam’s fall, God has this invariable strategy both in the 
general history of the human race and in the history of each soul: to 
draw good out of evil, which thereby becomes an instrument to achieve 
good. History proves this perfectly. The cowardice of Pilate, the cunning 
of Caiaphas, the intriguing, haughty spirit of the priestly leaders and the 
Scribes and Pharisees were the ladder along which Jesus went to his 
sacrifice. The tyranny of the Caesars during the first three centuries of 
the Church gave rise to the multitude of glorious martyrs. The heretics, 
who continued the persecutions, gave occasion to that group of Fathers 
and Doctors of the Church. Thus, in the succession of events, God always 
draws good out of evil. 
What God does on a large scale in history, he does on a small scale in 
each soul. One day in heaven we shall understand the important role 
played in our sanctification by our frailties and our sins. And even 
though we regret having offended God, after all, perhaps we should 
paraphrase the words of the Church: “O happy sins of mine that merited 
so great a Redeemer.” O truly necessary faults, for our failings humiliate 
us by revealing to us our nothingness. This is one of the main purposes 
for which God permits them. —SERVANT OF GOD LUIS MARÍA MARTÍNEZ 

Archbishop Martínez († 1956) was a spiritual author and the first official Primate of 
Mexico. / From Only Jesus, Sister Mary St. Daniel, B.V.M., Tr. © 2020 by Cluny Media, P.O. 
Box 1664, Providence, RI 02901. 

Excerpt from Magnificat, Meditation of the Day, September 12, 2021. 

This Week’s Readings

Monday; Sept. 13th                              
1st Reading: 1Timothy 2:1-8       
Psalm 28  Blessed be the Lord for he has 
heard my prayer. 
Gospel: Luke 7:1-10 

Tuesday; Sept. 14th                                
1st Reading: Numbers 21:4b-9                                             
Ps. 78  Do not forget the works of the Lord!   
2nd Reading: Philippians 2:6-11                                                         
Gospel: John 3:13-17 

Wed.; Sept. 15th                        
1st Reading: Hebrews 5:7-9 
Psalm 31 Save me, O Lord, in your kindness  
2nd Reading: 1Timothy 3:14-16 
Gospel: John 19:25-27                                                                                                 

Thurs.; Sept.  16th                                                  

1st Reading: 1Timothy 4:12-16                                                       
Ps. 111 How great are the works of the Lord!                                              
Gospel: Luke 7:36-50 

Friday;  Sept. 17th                                                                                      

1st Reading: 1Timothy 6:2c-12                                  
Psalm 49  Blessed are the poor in spirit; the 
Kingdom of heaven is theirs!                                                                          
Gospel: Luke 8:1-3                                                                                 

Saturday; September 18th                                                   

1st Reading: 1Timothy 6:13-16            
Psalm 100 Come with joy into the presence 
of the Lord.  
Gospel: Luke 8:4-15                                                

Sacramento de la Reconciliación Esta  
programado para el jueves 7 de octubre, en 
STM a las 5 p.m. Favor de llamar a la oficina 
para ponerlo (a) en la lista 530.877.4501 

The next Sacrament of Reconcilliation is 
Thursday, October 7 at 5p.                                                 
Reminder: An appointment is required to be 
placed on the list! Please note that an exact 
time will not be provided.  We need you to call 
so that we know who and how many to expect. 
Get placed on the list by calling the church 
office at 530.877.4501.

TWENTY-FOURTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME   

SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

Please complete the parish survey that is available today in the front of the 
church. There are Spanish and English versions. Your survey responses will be very 
helpful to the Parish Council in planning for the future needs of the parish.  

Por favor complete la encuesta parroquial que está disponible hoy en el frente de 
la iglesia. Hay versiones en español e inglés. Será muy útil para el Consejo Parroquial 
en la planificación de las necesidades futuras de la parroquia. 

SAINTS CORNELIUS & CYPRIAN

FEAST OF THE EXALTATION OF 
THE HOLY CROSS

OUR LADY OF SORROWS

SAINT ROBERT BELLARMINE

http://stmparadise.org
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Sept. is dedicated to the seven 
sorrows of Our Lady. This Devotion 
dates from the 12th century & 
became widespread in the 14th & 
especially the 15th centuries, 
particularly in the Rhineland & 
Flanders, where Confraternities of 
the Sorrowful Mother sprang up. It 
was in this context that the first 
liturgical formularies in her honor 
were composed.  The Seven Sorrows 
Devotion, below, is mindful of the 
challenges of our daily busyness. Its 
only 7 Hail Mary’s while meditating 

on 7 sequential events in Mary’s life. If you’re interrupted, you can just 
resume the next time you have twenty spare seconds.  
The Seven Sorrows of Mary Devotion 

The 1st Sorrow - The Prophecy of Simeon:   And Simeon blessed them 
and said to Mary his mother, "Behold this child is destined for the fall and 
rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted (and you 
yourself a sword will pierce) so that the thoughts of many hearts may be 
revealed.” (Luke 2: 34-35) 
A sword will pierce her soul. I imagine Mar6 glancing at her baby & holding him a 
li;le tighter as she wonders in sor<ow what exactly that meant. In her hear>, she surely 
knew it had something to do with Jesus. Perhaps St. Joseph placed his hand on her 
shoulder, steeling his resolve to protect his wife & son at all cost.  (Hail Mar6) 

The 2nd Sorrow - The flight into Egypt:   When they had departed, 
behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Rise, 
take the child and his mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you. 
Herod is going to search for the child to destroy him." Joseph rose and took 
the child and his mother and departed for Egypt. (Matthew 2:13-16) 
Imagine Mar6’s sor<ow. They lest in the middle of the night. No chance for a good-bye 
or thank you to anyone. But the ter<or would be worse. Jesus was under a death threat. 
Were the soldiers coming right then? Was Joseph told to leave in the middle of the 
night because the threat might be imminent?  Surely Mar6 and Joseph remembered 
the prophecy:  A voice was heard in Ramah, Sobbing and loud lamentation; Rachel 
weeping for her children, And she would not be consoled, Since they were no more.” 
(Ma;hew 2:18) Such sor<ow. And they were to t<avel to Eg6Yt and stay there, without 
knowing for how long…  (Hail Mar6) 

The 3rd Sorrow - The Child Jesus Lost in the Temple: When his 
parents saw him, they were astonished, and his mother said to him, "Son, 
why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been looking for you 
with great anxiety."  And he said to them, "Why were you looking for me? 
Did you not understand that I must be in my Father’s house?” But they did 
not understand what he said to them. He went down with them and came to 
Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his mother kept all these things in 
her heart. (Luke 2:48-52)                      
I cannot even imagine not knowing where my child was for three days. What was Mar6 
thinking? Had he been taken? Was he alive? How many times did Mar6 and Joseph go 
up and down the st<eets of Jer[salem looking for him, all in vain. Was Mar6 in tears? I 
can’t imagine that she didn’t cr6. She may have even wondered if this was the sword 
that would pierce her hear>. Mar6 “kept all these things in her hear>.” She t<[sted God, 
even without understanding. She accepted the cross of not knowing and embraced it. 
(Hail Mar6) 
Continued on the back page. 

                                                              
Septiembre está dedicado a los siete 
dolores de Nuestra Señora. Esta 
devoción data del siglo XII. Se generalizó 
en el siglo XIV y especialmente en el XV, 
particularmente en Renania y Flandes, 
donde surgieron las cofradías de la Madre 
Dolorosa. Fue en este contexto que se 
redactaron los primeros formularios 
litúrgicos en su honor. Un consejo 
provincial de Mainz en 1423 hizo uso de 
estos para establecer una "Fiesta de los 
Dolores de María" en reparación por las 
profanaciones husitas de sus imágenes. 

Confirmando nuestra fe en Jesucristo - Mi 
compromiso en la Confirmación  
JOSÉ LUIS CARAVIAS SJ | PARROQUIA DE CRISTO REY (ASUNCIÓN) DINÁMICAS  

La Confirmación perfecciona la gracia bautismal; es el sacramento 
que da el Espíritu Santo para enraizarnos más profundamente en la 

filiación divina, incorporarnos 
más firmemente a Cristo, hacer 
más sólido nuestro vínculo con 
la Iglesia, asociarnos todavía 
más a su misión y ayudarnos a 
dar testimonio de la fe cristiana 

por la palabra acompañada de las obras.  
La Confirmación, como el Bautismo, imprime en el alma del 
cristiano un signo espiritual o carácter indeleble; por eso este 
sacramento sólo se puede recibir una vez en la vida.  
Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica, nn. 1316 y 1317.  
Objetivo  
Asumir mi compromiso en la Confirmación: Con la ayuda del 
Espíritu, me comprometo a cultivar responsablemente mi fe en 
Jesús, y ser siempre su fiel amigo.  

During the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, you can visit 
the Lord in the presence of His most Blessed Sacrament for 
as short as ten minutes or even less. What is important is that 
in our Eucharistic adoration or short visits to the Blessed 
Sacrament, we acknowledge Him deeply in our life as our God 
and Savior and give Him quality time and what is due Him by 
virtue of religion. The Church is open during office hours. 

http://stmparadise.org
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Continued from page 3, The Seven Sorrows of Mary Devotion 

The 4th Sorrow - Mary meets Jesus carrying the cross:  As Jesus 
makes His way to Calvary, condemned to crucifixion, He meets His mother, 
Mary. He is bruised, derided, cursed and defiled and her sorrow is absolute 
as Jesus drags His own cross up the hill of His crucifixion. (Luke 23: 27-29). 

Imagine the hor<or of seeing your son bloody, and beaten. Mar6 probably only had a 
brief moment to reach out to Him and He to her. Perhaps she was barely able to stand. 
What g<ief to see your son so badly br[ised and covered with blood, and to know that 
he was being taken to His death. She knew He had escaped other sit[ations. 
Did she dare to think He might pass through their midst? I think not. If he had not 
embraced this suffering, he would not have been car<6ing the cross. How she was able 
to endure the Passion is testimony to her boundless love for God and her t<[st in His 
almight6 plan. (Hail Mar6) 

The 5th Sorrow - Mary at the foot of the cross: Mary stands near her 
dying Son unable to minister to him as He cries "I thirst." She hears Him 
promise heaven to a thief and forgive His enemies. His last words, "Behold 
your mother," charge us to look on Mary as our mother. ( John 19: 25-30) 

There she stood at the foot of the cross till the end, enduring the tor`ent of watching 
her son, her only son, tor>[red to death. Her courage and st<eng>h are unimaginable. 
There was John no doubt suppor>ing her emotionally, if not physically at times, lest 
she fall under the weight of such sor<ow. And Mar6 surely was suppor>ing the hear>-
broken John as well, with the endurance of her vast materaal love. For three hours they 
stood. One can only imagine what st<eng>h was the Blessed Mother’s. (Hail Mar6) 

The 6th Sorrow - Mary receives the body of Jesus:  Jesus is taken 
down from the cross and His body is placed in Mary's arms. The passion and 
death are over, but for His mother, grief continues. She holds His body in her 
arms. (Psalm 130) 

The Pietà. There are really no words. His pain has ended. She is able to hold him, the 
hideous crown of thoras mocking his sovereigat6 no longer on him. It’s impossible to 
know, or even imagine, what Mar6 was feeling. Was she numb? Could she feel nothing 
because feeling any>hing would be too much? It is finished. Her soul has been pierced. 
And while she does not know God’s plan in f[ll, she knows that He has one. Without 
being able to think or ar>iculate any>hing, perhaps she knew that something 
monumental had just been accomplished. With Jesus’ words “It is finished,” perhaps 
she had a mystical sense of what His death had brought about. (Hail Mar6) 

The 7th Sorrow - Mary witnesses the burial of Jesus:  The body 
of Jesus is laid in the tomb. The most tragic day in history 
ends, Mary alone in sorrow, awaiting the Resurrection. 
(Luke 23: 50-56) 

I imagine that this is when the realit6 star>ed to hit her. Perhaps it is now that she is 
able to ask herself what just happened. Leaning against the cold stone slab, touching 
the burial cloth, she realizes He is t<[ly gone. Did she have a sense, a hint, that 
perhaps this was not the end of Jesus’ stor6? We will never know in this life. We do 
know, though, her hear>, the hear> of the g<eatest mother there has ever been, has been 
pierced with a sword. (Hail Mar6) 

From Holy Cross Family Ministries, www.catholicmom.com 

PARISH UPDATES
St. Vincent de Paul is desperately seeking 
volunteers to assist in the mission of assisting 
those in need.  If you feel called to help in this 
critical ministry please contact the parish office at 
530.877.4501. 

Registration for Sacrament Preparation is now open for the 
new religious education year. This is for anyone who has not 
received the Sacraments of Baptism, First Reconciliation & 
Communion, and Confirmation: infants, children, youth, and 
adults. If you or your children are interested in receiving any of 
these Sacraments, please contact the parish office for more 
information. Classes for First Communion and Confirmation will 
begin for children and youth in October.  

The Women of STM will meet Sat., Sept. 25 at 10A in 
the church Narthex for a Soup & Study Session with Deacon Tom 
O’Connell. Ladies, watch your email for more details.  

Next Divine Mercy Chaplet                           
Friday, Oct. 1st at 10A, here at STM 

40 Days For Life Starts With Kick-off Sept. 19 in Chico  
40 Days For Life is starting up again.  This prayer vigil is from 
Wed.,Sept. 22 until Sunday Oct.31.  Start thinking of what type of 
fasting you will do.  Think about what time frame you will be able to 
pray out at the sidewalk.  
Kick-Off  is Sunday, Sept. 19 at 2p.  You can start signing up online for 
an hour per week or more at https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/chico 
Please take the time to sign the new Statement of Peace.  This year we 
will pray outside the Women's Health Specialist on Humboldt,  across 
the street from the Police Station & towards the freeway. There is a 
pathway around the businesses so walking and praying is much 
easier.  You can bring children to walk around this area as the traffic is 
much safer.  There are escorts at this facility so this brings on a 
different challenge.  For problems signing up please call Mary at 
530-519-8818 or send me a note at 40dayschico@gmail.com 

            
                                                       

Oct. 16 - Becoming A Man with the Father’s Heart - Retreat for 
Fathers, Father Figures, and all Men 
9a - 5p | $25 per person (Lunch included) St. 
Philomene Church, 2428 Bell St., Sacramento. We 
invite all men 18 yrs & older to a day of conversation, 
prayer and community, where we will discover what 
our Lord is calling us to become. Includes keynotes 
by Bishop Soto (virtually), Rev. Loreto “Bong” Rojas 
(Holy Spirit), Sean Bryan (the Papal Ninja), and more. 
Register by Oct.11: https://tinyurl.com/
josephretreat  Questions? Contact Alejandro 
Barraza at 916-733-0134 or abarraza@scd.org. 

http://stmparadise.org
http://www.catholicmom.com
https://tinyurl.com/josephretreat
https://tinyurl.com/josephretreat
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