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About St. More
Piest $4tvr. Fr Martin J. Ranat
Deacow Mike ManganGary Zelhner;Ray Helgeson

Parisb Steward Greg Kidder
Sec-retary MaraaKelly
Religioas Educatisn Sdadra Rodriguez

St.Tboruas More Catbolic Cburcb

767 Elliott Rd. Paradise, CA gSg6g

Offin Hrs: Mon. -Thurs. ga-2p
yo.8 77.45o r (Office closed Fri )
Mass: SundayatNoon
CONi{ESSION I* lYednesday 5P - 6P

Important Dates

l2DEC: Feastof 1ur lady of Guadalupe

|2DEC: Grupo de Apoyo Paradise de Mujeres STM 10a

l4DEC: Kids GivingTree unwrapped gifts due today!

lSDEC: Divine Mercy Chaplet & Rosary 3p
16DEC: Women of STM Christmas Gathering 4p

25DEC: Christmas (falls on a Monday)

0lJAN: Solemnity of the BlessedVirgin Mary

Sunday Readings

Second Sanday ofAdoent
S e gundo D ono ingo dt Ada i ento

F neading lsaiah 40:1 -5, 9-1 1

kalm 85 :9-1 0-l 1 -l 2, 1 3-1 4
Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.

Sefior, mudstranos tu favor y sdlvanos.

2nd Reading 2 Peter 3:8-14

Gospel Mark 1:1-8

building a golden stairuay tbat would lead us to d stari tbe star of Betblehem.

Medittttion ri tlte Dttv cotttirtltc.t ot1 ne-tt p{tg{

DECEMBER INTENTIONS of the HOLY FATHER
For prsons s:ith disabilities

Ve pray tbat people lizting witb disabilities may be at tbe center of attention in
society, and tbat institutions nay ofer tyc.kslte programs uhicb salue tbeir

acttue partrctpatton.

Pata. p ers onas c on di s c apac idad
Oramospara que laspersonas que ztiven con discapacidad estdn en el centro dc

atencifin de la sociedad y para que las instituciones puedan ofrecer programas

inclusioos que ztaloren su participacifin actizta.

MASS INTENTIONS FOR SUNDAY DECEMBER 1OTII
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lifi"rt pare the wag o{the Lord"
I|$r motber used to say tbat the days ofAdoent utere tbe days of
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I MEDITATION OF THE DAY

PRAYERS FOR THE SIC
Arninda Rodriguez

Pamela CasE
Catby Larsen

DavidMoreno
Angela Babcock
Yiaoria\Vilsey
Barbaa Collins
DaztidJorgenson'
KarenReynolds 

a

RodMongomery
Katlty dr Greg DeCristofaro

Carrie Sue Sonsteng
Sam l{empner
Larry Penna

KarenPbillips

Kinberly Helgeson-

Sofia Garcia

Barbara Maldonado
Renee Kelly

JohnJobnson
SamiaZumout

Mary Helgaon Dentino
and baby Chloe

Hasek
Sofia 

'

Bruce



stmoaradise.oro

This Week's Readings

SECOl{D WEEK OFADVE}IT

Monday; December 77th
7st Reading: lsaiah 35:1-10
Psalm 85:9ab and 10,11-12,13.14
(lsaiah 35:4f ) )ur God will come to save us!

Gospel; Luke 5:17-26

Tu es d ay ; D ece m b e r, 2,t 
tttI3'oBXLi*"

lst Reading: Zechariah 2:14-17 or
Revelationl 1 :1 9a; 1 2:1 -6a, 1 )ab
Psalm Judith 13:1BBCDE, 19
You are the highest honor of our race.

Gospe/: Luke 1:26-38 or 1:39-47

we d n e s d ay ; oec, 3#Efi 33|ihilsfiX[1iu,*
1st Reading: lsaiah 40:25-31
Psalm 103:1-2, 3-4, I and 10

O b/ess the Lord, my soul!

Gospe/: Matthew 1 1 :28-30

rh u rsd ay; Dec. 7 4th rJ'triiiii:fflllff X

1 st Reaii ng: I sai ah 4 1 ffg-TB"HE 
cHURcH

Psalml 45:1 & 9, 1 0-l 1, 1 2-1 3ab
The Lord is gracious and merci{ul;
slow to angec and of great
kindness.
Gospe/: Matthew 1 1 :1 1-1 5

Friday; December 7 Sth

1st Reading: lsaiah 48:17-19
Psalm 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6
Ihose who follow you, Lord, will
have the light of life.
Gospe/: Matthew 1 1 :1 6-1 9

Saturday; December 7 6th

l st Reading: Sirach 4B:1-4, 9-11
Psalm 80:2ac and 3b, '15-16, 18-19
Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face

and we shall be saved.

Gospel: Matthew 17:9a, 10-13

Second Sundq ol Ado.ent

Meditatitn o,i tbe [ )r4, coninued .front jVont 1t,tge

December 10,2023

MEDITATION OFTHE DAY uPrepare 
the wagof theLord'

And this,in turn,would load us straight to the Christ Child! In my
youth, that stairway was real. Each day I could see and touch each step
of it as it was being built. The first steps were made of cleanliness. We

began cleaning from the inside out. First, there was the Advent fast: to
clean the soul of all its past faults and sins, to make penance .for them, to
wash it with tears, and the heart with contrition. As in Lent, all meat,
milk products , eggs , and sugar disappeared from the family table, to be
replaced withfish, vegetables, and honey. The parish church became the

focal point of our daily lives....
But there was a dffirence.ln Lent, the Russianwomen donned dark
garments, took offtheir jewelry, and allowed no music in the house....
Not so in Advent. On the contrary, there was talk of new clothing.There
was a fiurry of buying materials and of sewing. There was much music in
the air, and the practicing of hymns and songs to be sung on the Holy
Night . Even the fast itself was one of joyous expectation. Masses,
Communions, confessions, and evening services in the church followed
one another closely throughout the days. To accompany these inner
preparations, outward cleaning and scrubbing went on feverishly all
about the house, with everyone humming snatches from ageless tunes.
The ftrst to be cleaned and polished were the icons, which shone and
became alive under theflickering shadows of the votive lamps-red and
bLue and green. To my childish eyes, they were the forerunners of the
love$, candles on the Cfuistmas tree. -srnveNr oF GoD :ATHERINE DE HUECK

DOHERTY

C^alherinedeHueckDoher\'i 1985)tvusborninRussiaandfoundedtlrcMadonnaHouseApostolatein
Crtmbernrcre, Conada, wltit:lt todat sen'es the poor in six trtuitries . / From Donka, Bells: Adi'ent and
Christtnas, Mary Ba::ett , Ed. @ 1994, Madonia. House Pultlit at i,,rts , C r,nbenneri, Ontario. Canada.
www -tnado nnaho u s e .o r g.

Excerpt.frorn Magnificat Muga:ine.Meditationof the Day, Decetnber 10,2023
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,El mes de diciembre esta
,tradicionalmente dedicado a la
:lnmaculada Concepcion. La

Santkima Virgen Maria, en el primer

lmomento de su concepci6n, por
'singular privilegio de Dios
:Todopoderoso, y en vista de los mdritos
: de Jesucristo, nuestro Salvador y suyo,

fue preservada de toda mancha del

lpecado original. El I de diciembre
',celebramos la Solemnidad de la lnmaculada Concepci1n de la

Sa ntisi m a Vi rg en M ar ia.

,"Desde toda la eternidad Dios escogil con infinita sabiduria a la mujer
':QUO seria Madre de su divino Hijo. Para preparar alVerbo Encarnado un

taberndculo santo y sin mancha, Dios cred a Marfa en gracia y la doto
',desde el momento de su concepci6n con todos los perfecciones

adecuadas a su exaltada dignidad. SantoTom6s ensefia que por su

:intimidad con Cristo, principio de la gracia, poseia mds al!d de todas las

criaturas una plenitud de vida divina". - Meditaciones litirgicas, Las

Hermanas de Santo Domingo

El Angelus

El Angelus se recita tradicionalmente por la mafiana (6A), at
' mediodia y por la noche (6P) durante todo el afio, excepto durante

,eltiempo pascual, cuando en su lugar se recita el Regina Coeli.

',El angel del Senor declaro a Marfa.Y ella concibio del Espiritu

Santo.

$ lve Maria llena eres de gracia....
,He aqui la esclava del Senor. Hdgase en mi seg(tn tu palabra.

} lrre Marfa llena eres de gracia....

,Y el Verbo se hizo Carne. Y habito entre nosotros.
:$ Ave Maria llena eres de gracia....

,Ruega por nosotros, oh santa Madre de Dios. Para que seamos
:dignos de las promesas de Cristo. Dejanls rezar.

Derrama, te suplicamos, oh Sefior, tu gracia en nuestros corazonest

para que nosotros, a quienes la encarnacion de Cristo tu Hijo fue

'dada a conlcer por el mensaje de un dngel, seamls llevados por
:su pasi1n y cruz a la gloria de su resurreccion. . Por el mismo Cristo
',Nuestro Senor. Amdn.

ORAN,IOS: httrrs:,'llrvu,.catholiccr,rlturc...r:q/cultur-c /iitur:gicatvcarlolcn,icu,srl i :it 
- 

'''''----
usltbi::Jr
FUENTLS: hitps:lAtrrl,.catholiccullurc.or.q,/cr-dtLu-crliiitg1i:a!S4{
qyslrqlillrIL.!:rrJlr

December 10,2023

the month of Decemher is tnditionally
dedicated to the lmmaarlate Conception.

The BlessedVirgin Mary, in the first moment of
her conception, by a singular privilege of

iqhtv God, and in view of the merits of
Jesus Christ, our Savior and hers, was preserved

from allstain of original sin.0n Dec.8, we

celebrated the Solemnity of the tmmaculate

Conception of ttre Blessed Virgin Mary.

"From all eternity God chose with infinite wisdom the woman who

would be the Mother of His divine Son.To prepare for the Word

lncarnate a spotless and holy tabernacle, God created Mary in grace

and endowed her from the moment of her conception with allthe
perfections suited to her exalted dignity. St.Thomasteachesthat

through her intimaqr with Christ, the principle of grace, she

possessed beyond all creatures a fullness of divine life.' - Liturgical

Meditations,The Sisters of St. Dominic

lhe Angelus

The Angelus is traditionally recited morning (64), noon & evening
(6P) throughoutthe year except during Paschal time, when the
Regina Coeli is recited instead.

The angel of the Lord declared unto Mary.

And she conceived of the Holy Ghost.

$ Uait Mary, full of Grace....

Behold the handmaid of the Lord.

Be it done unto me according toThy word.

j Hail Mary, full of Grace...

And the Word was made Flesh. And dwelt among us.

j Hail Mary,full of Grace...

Pray for us,0 holy Mother of God.

That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

Let Us Pray

Pour forth, we beseech Thee, 0 Lord,Thy grace into our hearts, that

we to whom the lncarnation of Christfhy Son was made known by

the message of an angel, may by His Passion and Cross be brought to

Amen.

tusf!.
PRAYER SOURCE: https://u,unv.caiholicgaller--y.oryipraycrslz-]corvqful rnarys-

intercession-prayglql

Second Srzndrrl- of Aduent
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PARISH UPDATES

Second Sundq of Adtent December 10,2023

THE WOMEN OI STM NEED YOUR HEIP! l

Every year, the Women of St.Thomas More partner with the Lions Club to .

help bring Christmas cheer to children here on the Ridge. We need your

help to purchase gifts. Simply choose a tag from the GivingTree in the

church Nafthex and buy a gift based on the description on the tag (e.9., boy ,,

or girl and age.) Bring your unwrapped gift back to STM and place under

the tree. 0n Dec. 14 Lori MacPhail and the women of STM will take the

gifts to the staging area at the Lions.The children's Christmas pafty will be

held the next day.luestions? See Lori MacPhail.

Please huy a gift for the Children s

Giving Tree!

1. Choose a tag (or tags)from the
tree.

2. Buy a gift as listed on the tag.

3. Attach tag to the UNWRAPPED
GIFT & place under the Giving Tree

in the Narthex"

{lelp us &the Lion's Club give kids on
the Ridge a special Christmas.
Unwrapped gifts due hy Friday Dec.
14.

aii-

0n Now! Proceeds support their

Scholarship Fund. Please support the

lfuights & buy a Christmas gifr or two.

See s Candies make yummy gift

]r)
-r{,&

NEG TRATIOil TIOflIOPEil FONTHE TMh I{ATIOilAL
EUCHARISIIC C0ilGRESS July 1 7 to 21,2024

Join your Catholic brothers and sisters as we encounter the living Jesus Christ,

experience profound renewa[ and are smt out on mission for the life of the

wold.
When: July17-21,2024

Where: Lucas Oil Stadium lndianapolis, lnd.

{his,historicSday gatttering of mixionary discipleswillbe a new Pentecost, a

powelul anointing and personal commission to invite others to know Christ.

You r I i{e-a n d o u r Ch u rch -w i I I n ever be the sa m e.

Iuestions? You can get more infomation and/or registerat

http s : / / w ww. e u ch a ri sti cco n g re ss. o rg / r e g i ste r

You can also contact Deacon Kevin Staszkow at kstaszkow@scd.org or

916-733-01s2.

GATHER AT STM TO PRAY
THE DIVINE MERCY
CHAPLET & ROSARY

Please join us at 5t Thomas More to pray

Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Rosary

Join us Friday, Dec. 1-S at 3p!
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Tb e Vornen of St. Tbomas More
are cordially inztited to the

SaturdaylDec. fi I 4p.m.

6475 Apple Creek Drive Paradise

Husbands dl guests welcorne


