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MEDITATION OF THE DAY
“Love your enemies” 

You may well have lived a long life, saying the Lord’s Prayer daily & 
when you came to the words and forgive us our trespasses as we 

Meditation of the Day continues on next page

FEBRUARY INTENTIONS of the HOLY FATHER
Religious Sisters and Consecrated Women

We pray for religious sisters and consecrated women; thanking them for 
their mission and their courage; may they continue to find new 

responses to the challenges of our times.

Religiosas y Mujeres Consagradas
Oramos por las hermanas religiosas y las mujeres consagradas; 

agradeciéndoles su misión y su valentía; que sigan encontrando nuevas 
respuestas a los desafíos de nuestro tiempo.

   

About St. Thomas More    
Priest Supvr.  Fr Martin J. Ramat           
Parish Steward Greg Kidder                
Secretary Maresa Kelly                            
Religious Education Deon Mangan

St. Thomas More Catholic Church              
767 Elliott Rd. Paradise, CA 95969       
Office Hrs: Mon. - Thurs. 9a-2p 
530.877.4501 (Office closed Fri )          
Mass: Sunday at Noon                             
CONFESSION 1st Wednesday 5P - 6P        
(Call to schedule an  appointment )                                                                                               

Important Dates 

22FEB: Grupo de Apoyo Paradise de Mujeres STM 10A  
27FEB: STM 74th Anniv. Celebration! (after Mass)  
02MAR: Ash Wednesday  (No confessions today) 
02MAR: 40 Days 4 Life Prayer & Fasting Begins   
04MAR: Lenten Soup Supper STM 6p                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Sunday Readings 

The Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1st Reading 1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23 
Psalm 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13 

2nd Reading 1Corinthians 15:45-49 
Gospel  Luke 6:27-38 

VII Domingo Ordinario 

 The Lord is kind and merciful. 
El Señor es compasivo y misericordioso. 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR FEBRUARY 20TH

Albert Penna  † 
Luz Tacandong  †

Rebecca Lechlinski  †  
For the intentions of J & B Brown
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ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

  PRAYERS FOR THE SICK                 LET US PRAY FOR
Susie Aldrich
Jeanie Avery

Joe Houseworth
Cheryl Baron
Deon Mangan
Mike Mangan

Renee Kelly

Joyce Finch
Kenneth Keesling

Kevin Muir
Greg DeCristofaro
Parmenio Ospina
The Clark Family

Sam Weaver

Robert Ralston
Sharon Wilson

Lily Tomkowitz
Rosemary Peterson

Diana Wise
Joe Wise
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Meditation of the Day continued from front page.

MEDITATION of the DAY:  “Love your enemies”     
forgive those who trespass against us, your soul was completely quiet and 
unruffled. Then one day something happens. It may all be your own fault. 
You may have a bad argument and the other one walks out on you, bitter 
and full of wrath. Before you can think twice, you have an enemy. At first, 
you don’t want to believe it. You say to yourself, he’ll come around, just 
wait a little. But this happens to be one of those unfortunate cases where 
he does not come around. After a while you may say that it is perfectly 
ridiculous, and you may earnestly try to meet him, and in a casual way 
get things straightened out. But then you find out that he’s fed up with you 
and he has no intention whatsoever of having things as they were. Soon 
you will hear how he spoke about you on this or that occasion, and from 
those remarks you know now that you have an enemy. 

Soon after this startling discovery, these words emerge from the depths of 
your memory and they take on a completely new meaning: You have 
heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.” But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you. And now a new period in your life begins. You try, you 
really try, to love your enemy—but how? There have been a number of 
different loves in your life and these you try to apply now to him. How 
you loved your parents when you were very young yourself, how you 
loved your best friend in school, how you loved in those unique weeks 
before your wedding, how you now love your own children. Then there is 
in your heart love for your country, for your hometown, for your old 
school, and your neighborhood. It is perfectly amazing how many shades 
of love move a human heart during one short life. But, as hard as you 
may try, not one of them fits your purpose. Now, you almost get worried 
because there is that command—But I say to you—and you haven’t yet 
found a way to fulfill it. This much you have learned, however, that the 
love for your enemy is a completely new love in your life and you have to 
discover it step by step.... It is completely different from all other loves, 
and it is very anxious and very unemotional. It resides mostly in your 
will, but let us hope that in the eyes of God it is a soaring fire which, in 
his own good time, will melt all the ice or resistance, and our Lord’s wish 
will be fulfilled: That they may be one...that they may become perfectly 
one.

Maria von Trapp ( † 1987), with her children and stepchildren, the Trapp Family Singers, 
inspired the musical and film The Sound of Music. / From Let Me Tell You about My Savior: 
Yesterday, Today, and Forever, When the King Was Carpenter. © 2000, New Leaf Press, Inc., 
Green Forest, AR. www.newleafpress.net. 

Excerpt from Magnificat Magazine, Meditation of the Day, February 20, 2022

This Week’s Readings

Monday; February 21st                                
1st Reading: James 3:13-18 
Psalm19:8, 9, 10, 15                      
The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart. 
Gospel: Mark 9:14-29 

Tuesday; Feb. 22nd                                
1st Reading: 1 Peter 5:1-4      
Psalm 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6     
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I 
shall want.                                                                          
Gospel: Matthew 16:13-19 
       
Wed.; Feb. 23rd                       
1st Reading: James 4:13-17       
Psalm 49:2-3, 6-7, 8-10, 11 
Blessed are the poor in spirit; the Kingdom of 
heaven is theirs!                                
Gospel: Mark 9:38-40 

Thursday; February 24th                                                  

1st Reading: James 5:1-6                                            
Psalm 49:14-15ab, 15cd-16, 17-18, 19-20     
Blessed are the poor in spirit; the 
Kingdom of heaven is theirs!                                      
Gospel: Mark 9:41-50 

Friday; February 25th                                                                                    

1st Reading: James5:9-12 
Psalm103:1-2, 3-4, 8-9, 11-12 
The Lord is kind and merciful.                                               
Gospel: Mark10:1-12 
           Saturday; February 26th                                                 

1st Reading: James 5:13-20 
Psalm 141:1-2, 3 and 8      
Let my prayer come like incense before you. 
Gospel: Mark 10:13-16 
                                                

THE SEVENTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME   

FEAST OF THE CHAIR OF SAINT 
PETER, APOSTLE

MEMORIAL OF SAINT POLYCARP, 
BISHOP AND MARTYR

http://stmparadise.org
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February is the month of the Holy 
Family! This association is likely due to 
the feast of Our Lord’s presentation at 
the temple, celebrated Feb. 2.  At the 
very outset of Christ’s work on earth, 
God showed the world a family that 

Pope Leo XIII taught, “all men might behold as a perfect model of domestic 
life, and of all virtue and holiness.” This devotion soon spread and in 1893 
Leo XIII expressed his approval of a feast under this title and he composed 
part of the Office. Because of the flight into Egypt, Coptics have observed this 
feast from early times. And succeeding Pontiffs have embraced it as an 
efficacious means to give Christian people the example of the Holy Family at 
Nazareth, and to restore the true spirit of family life that suffers due,  in some 
measure, to the evils of present-day society. The harmony, unity, and holiness 
characterized by this holy Family make it the model for all Christian families. 

INVOCATION: JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH MOST 
KIND, BLESS US NOW AND IN DEATH’S AGONY. 

PRAYER: IN HONOR OF THE HOLY FAMILY 

Oh God, Heavenly Father, it was part of Thine eternal decree that Thine 
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, the Savior of the human race, should 
form a holy family with Mary, His blessed mother, and His foster father, 
Saint Joseph. In Nazareth home life was sanctified, and a perfect example 
was given to every Christian family. Grant, we beseech Thee, that we may 
fully comprehend and faithfully imitate the virtues of the Holy Family so 
that we may be united with them one day in their heavenly glory. Through 
the same Christ our Lord. Amen.  

• Our Father,  
• Hail Mary, and 
• Glory Be (three times) 

Sources: https://catholicismpure.wordpress.com/2018/02/03/february-month-of-the-holy- 
family/; www.catholicculture.org ; https://aleteia.org/; https://www.ourcatholicprayers.com 

¡Febrero es el mes de la Sagrada Familia! Esta 
asociación probablemente se deba a la fiesta de la 
presentación de Nuestro Señor en el templo, 
celebrada el 2 de febrero. Al comienzo mismo de la 
obra de Cristo en la tierra, Dios le mostró al mundo 
una familia que el Papa León XIII enseñó, “que todos 
los hombres la vean como un modelo perfecto de 
vida doméstica, y de toda virtud y santidad.” Esta devoción pronto se 
extendió y en 1893 León XIII expresó su aprobación de una fiesta bajo 
este título y formó parte del Oficio. Debido a la huida a Egipto, los 
coptos han observado esta fiesta desde tiempos remotos. Y los 
sucesivos Pontífices la han abrazado como un medio eficaz para dar al 
pueblo cristiano el ejemplo de la Sagrada Familia de Nazaret, y para 
restaurar el verdadero espíritu de vida familiar que sufre debido, en 
cierta medida, a los males de la sociedad actual. La armonía, la unidad 
y la santidad que caracterizan a esta Sagrada Familia la convierten en 
modelo para todas las familias cristianas. 

INVOCACIÓN: JESÚS, MARÍA Y JOSÉ, AMADOSÍSIMOS, 
BENDÍCENOS AHORA Y EN LA AGONÍA DE LA MUERTE. 

ORACIÓN: EN HONOR A LA SAGRADA FAMILIA 

Oh Dios, Padre Celestial, fue parte de Tu decreto eterno que Tu Hijo 
unigénito, Jesucristo, el Salvador de la raza humana, formara una 
familia santa con María, Su madre bendita, y Su padre adoptivo, 
San José. En Nazaret se santificaba la vida hogareña y se daba 
ejemplo perfecto a toda familia cristiana. Concédenos, te 
suplicamos, que podamos comprender plenamente e imitar 
fielmente las virtudes de la Sagrada Familia para que podamos 
estar unidos a ellos un día en su gloria celestial. Por el mismo Cristo 
nuestro Señor. Amén. 

• Padrenuestro,  
• Avemaría y  
• Gloria (tres veces)  

Fuentes: https://catholicismpure.wordpress.com/2018/02/03/february-month-of-the-holy- 
family/ ; www.catholicculture.org ; https://aleteia.org/ ; https://www.ourcatholicprayers.com  

  
Sacrament of Reconcilliation 
Wednesday, March 2, at 5p   

 Reminder: An appointment is required to be placed on the 
list! Please note that an exact time will not be provided.  We 

need you to call so that we know who and how many to 
expect. To be placed on the list call the church office at 

530.877.4501.

CANCELLED MARCH 2!

Sacramento de la Reconciliación 
Esta programado para el miércoles 2 
de Marzo, en STM a las 5 p.m. 
Favor de llamar a la oficina para 
ponerlo (a) en la lista 530.877.4501 CANCELADO EL 2 DE MARZO!

http://stmparadise.org
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40 DAYS FOR LIFE PRAYER VIGIL BEGINS MARCH 2ND  
St. Thomas More parishioners are invited to pray for an end to 
abortion with prayer and fasting beginning on March 2 (which is Ash 
Wednesday.).  You can help protect mothers and children by joining the 
40 Days For Life worldwide mobilization to pray and fast to end abortion!  
Prayer & fasting works! Our prayers and fasting, peaceful vigils, and 
community outreach has inspired one-million 40 Days 4 Life volunteers! 
Through God’s grace it is working! Take a look at the proven results 
from more than 27 coordinated campaigns: 

18,000 babies saved from abortion! 
 211 abortion workers converted! 
107 abortion centers closed!  

Prayer vigils will be held outside Planned Parenthood March 2 thru April 
10 at 3100 Cohasset Rd., in Chico. Vigil hours are 4A to 9P daily. You can 
sign up for a specific day, time, and duration — 30 minutes, an hour or 
more. Many people pick a certain day and time each week. Sign up to pray 
at Planned Parenthood online at https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/
chiconorth or call 530-519-8818.  Questions? Email:  
40dayschico@gmail.com. 

PARISH UPDATES
8 DAYS LEFT TO SUPPORT STM IN ITS 74TH YEAR! 
BUY A MEMORIAL WALL TILE BY FEBRUARY 28! 
The STM Memorial Tile Campaign is extended to Feb. 28!  
Pick up an order form in the church entrance. This is a great way 
to support our church that is now in its 74th year! Nearly 90 tiles 
have been purchased already. Some tiles are now in place & the 
STM statue is coming soon. Questions? Check STM website or ask 
Jim Collins at 831.821.9369 or jimcollins_95991@yahoo.com 

BIG ST. THOMAS MORE ANNIVERSARY COMING UP! 
During the leap year of 1948, on Feb. 29, St. Thomas 
More Catholic Church was dedicated; making 2022 our 
74th year of worship & service to our Lord Jesus Christ!  What an 
amazing 74-year journey it has been! All honor, glory, and praise 
to you Lord Jesus Christ! This year, on Sunday, Feb. 27, there will 
be a special commemoration after Mass. (More detail next week.)  
However, while 74 years is big, next year, 2023, will be an even 
bigger 75 years and that’s when we plan to pull out all the stops 
with a super celebration of praise and thanksgiving. So please 
mark your calendar for 2 special dates: 1) this year, Sunday, Feb. 
27, & 2) next year, Feb. 28, 2023! Questions? See Greg Kidder.  
Please note: the exact date of our Feb. 2023 celebration has not 
been confirmed but you will be advised in plenty of time! 

¡SE ACERCA EL GRAN ANIVERSARIO DE STM! 
Durante el año bisiesto de 1948, el 29 de febrero, se 
dedicó la Iglesia Católica Santo Tomás Moro, ¡haciendo de 
2022 nuestro 74 año de adoración y servicio a nuestro Señor 
Jesucristo! ¡Qué increíble viaje de 74 años ha sido! ¡Todo honor, 
gloria y alabanza a ti, Señor Jesucristo! Este año, el domingo 27 
de febrero, tendremos una conmemoración especial después de 
la Misa. (Proveeremos más detalles la próxima semana). Sin 
embargo, mientras que 74 años es grande, el próximo año, 
2023, serán 75 años aún más grandes. y ahí es cuando 
planeamos hacer todo lo posible con una súper celebración de 
alabanza y acción de gracias. Así que marque su calendario para 
2 fechas especiales: 1) este año, domingo 27 de febrero y 2) el 
próximo año, 29 de febrero de 2023. ¿Preguntas? Consulte a 
Greg Kidder.  Tenga en cuenta: la fecha exacta de nuestra 
celebración de febrero de 2023 no ha sido confirmada, pero se le 
informará con suficiente tiempo. 

EL GRUPO DE APOYO PARAÍSO DE MUJERES SE 
REUNIRÁ EL MARTES 8 DE FEBRERO A LAS 10A 
Recordatorio: El grupo de apoyo Women's Paradise se reúne el 
segundo y cuarto martes de cada mes de 10:00A  a 11:30A.  La 
próxima reunión es el martes 22 de febrero. ¡Esperaremos por ti! 

THE WOMEN OF STM HOST LENTEN SOUP SUPPER  
The Women of STM will host our Lenten Soup Supper on 
Friday, March 4 at 6p. Depending on the weather we will serve 
outside or, if cold & rainy, in the church Narthex. Pray for rain!

DATE TIME EVENT

MON, FEB. 21 9A to 2P EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

TUE, FEB. 22 9A to 2P EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

WED, FEB. 23 9A to 2P EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

THU, FEB. 24 9A to 2P EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

KEY DATES WITH OUR LORD AND SAVIOR AT STM 

The church is open during business hours for Eucharistic Adoration & private 
devotion. It’s nice and quiet, and our Lord is always happy to see new faces!   

PARISHIONER UPDATES

PASSINGS 

Maria Houseworth passed away February 4. Her Funeral Mass will be 
held on Tuesday, Feb. 22 at 10:30A at St. Thomas More. Interment in 
Oroville. Please add Maria, her family and friends to your prayers this week.  

The Funeral Mass for Primo Incerty  will be held on Wednesday, Feb. 23 at 
10:30A at St. Thomas More. Please add Primo, family, and friends to your 
prayers this week. 

mailto:jimcollins_95991@yahoo.com
https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/chiconorth
https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/chiconorth
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